




It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to St. 

Fursey’s N.S. We hope that this year will be the start 

of a very happy and productive eight years in your 

child’s life. As they head off to school on their first 

day it is difficult to imagine how fast the time will go. 

We hope that their time with us will be among ‘the 

happiest days of their lives’.

Although St. Fursey’s has grown in the last number 

of years, we pride ourselves on retaining the warm 

welcoming atmosphere of a small country school. 

The children are very well cared for from the moment 

they enter the school. We look forward to working 

with you to ensure that your child reaches his/her full 

potential.

In today’s world, primary education is about much 

more than the three Rs. We have to prepare our 

children for a changing world. We strive to enable our 

children to cope with this changing world by giving 

them the tools to look after their physical and mental 

health and encouraging in them a curiosity for and 

love of learning. 

The support and encouragement that you give your 

child in their early years is extremely important. If, at 

any time, you are worried or have questions, please 

do not hesitate to contact us. We welcome and value 

your support and contributions in providing the best 

education we can for your children. 

Le gach dea ghuí,

Orla Vallely

Principal

A Word from  
our Principal

Dear Parents and Guardians,

W E LCO M E  TO  S T.  F U R S E Y S   |   3



The Parents Council
Dear all,

As Chairperson I was asked to let incoming parents/
guardians know about the Parents Association in
the school and what we do.

First of all, all Parents and Guardians are automatically 
a member of the Parents Association. Meetings are 
held on the second Monday of each month at 8pm in 
the school. Everyone is welcome to attend. It is purely 
voluntary to assist us however we love when new 
parents become involved – a fresh pair of eyes, new 
ideas and willing hands always help! Plus it’s a great way 
to get to know other parents in the school.

We have three elected officers of the Parents 
Association:  
Chairperson   Susan Murphy
Secretary   TBA  
Treasurer  Julie Bradley

You can contact the Parents Association by emailing 
stfurseyspa@gmail.com or pop along to a
meeting or leave a message in the school office for the 
Chairperson.

So what does the Parents Association do?

• Work closely with the School for the benefit of the 
Staff and Pupils

• Arrange renewal of Pupil Insurance

• Pay for Junior Infants trip to Stephenstown Pond in 
September

• Organise and run the annual Halloween Disco *

• Organise and run the annual Christmas Raffle and 
Cake Sale (our biggest fundraiser!)*

• Pay for the bus to the Peace Proms

• Supply Pancakes for all in School on Pancake Tuesday

• Manage Old Clothes Collection fundraiser 

• Supply Tea/coffee after the Confirmation Service *

• Supply  Tea/coffee after the First Holy Communion 
mass *

•  Supply Ice creams for all on Sports Day

• Organise and run the Shorts and Shades June disco *

• Pay for the 6th class farewell trip

• Work with the School to manage the Book Rental 
scheme *

• Run monthly non uniform days to cover cost of the 
Chromebooks purchased

• Liase with the School when they are updating or 
introducing policies

All of the above are run with your assistance, whether 
it is time volunteering, donating baked goods or 
financially supporting our events. All of which we are 
very thankful for and really appreciate. Without the 
support of the Parents, Guardians and Staff of St Fursey’s 
we would not be able to run all these events. Everything 
the Parents Association does is to benefit your children 
and to enhance their time at the school.

* These are events at which we ask parents/guardians to 
volunteer time/baking to help the events run smoothly. 
More information is sent over the year.

Feel free to contact us for more information!

Susan Murphy,
Chairperson of St. Fursey’s Parents Council
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Starting Junior Infants can be an anxious event at the best of times, so now that our society is challenged with Covid 
19, we want to ensure parents know that their child’s health and safety will be our number one priority when they 
arrive at our school. At this time we are unable to give specific details about what measures we will put in place.  We 
will take our lead from the Department of Education and will adapt our classrooms and timetable to correspond 
with their advice. 

Explaining the severity of Covid 19 without scaring our children can be difficult. There is a wide variety of storybooks 
that have been created to show children how to take precautions in a child friendly way. 

Covid and the classroom

Coronavirus  
A book for children 
by Elizabeth Jenner, Kate 
Wilson & Nia Roberts goes 
through the importance of 
hand hygiene and social 
distancing

Winnie and Wilbur 
Stay at Home 
Oxford Owl released a small 
story about quarantining 
using their famous character 
Winnie the Witch. In this 
storybook children can see 
Winnie and Wilbur and how 
they managed with life in 
quarantine
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What we do know about September is that hygiene and hand washing will be paramount in our daily routine. Please 
ensure your child is aware of the correct procedure for handwashing and that they know how to sneeze or cough into 
their elbow. Make sure they know that they can not bring toys into school to share with their friends or share their 
lunches until it is safe to do so.  
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Everybody Worries 
by John Burgerman. This is another Oxford Owl 
publication but focuses on your child’s mental health.



School TimesSchool Doors Open; 9:10 a.m
School Starts: 9:20 a.m
Small Break: 10:50 - 11:05 a.m
Lunch Break 12:35 -1:00 p.m
Finishing Time  Infants: 2:00pm
Finishing Time 1st-6th class: 3:00pm

School Times
School Doors Open  8.50am

School Start 9.00am

Small Break  10.40 - 10.55am

Lunch Break 12.20 -12.45pm

Finishing Time Infants   1.45pm

New Junior Infants children will finish 
at 12 noon every day for the first 
two weeks. This helps your child to 
get used to the longer day gradually 
and helps them settle into their new 

class gently. 

Attendance
Good Attendance is a priority in our 
school. If you bring your child late, 
leave early, or your child is absent 
from school, you need to either call 
the school or send a message to the 
teacher on Seesaw. Seesaw is an 
account where parents may message 
the class teacher and vice versa. This 
is an app that your class teacher will 
help you set up in September. This 
will be set up in the first week of 
school. 

Parents will be informed after 20 
days have been missed. 

Under the education Welfare act 
2000, parents must let the school 
know if their child is absent and 
why. The school has to report the 
non-attendance of any pupil who 
misses 20 days or more in any 
school year, including sickness and 
hospitalisations, to the Education 

Welfare Board. 

Date Purpose Time

Wed 26/8 School Re-Opens Start at 9:00am

Wed 2/9 – Fri 11/9 Junior Infants Finish Early Finish 12 midday

Mon 14/9 Junior Infants Full Day Finish at 1:45pm

Mon 26/10– Fri 30/10    Halloween Mid Term 5 Days

Wed 11/11 Staff Meeting Finish at 1:45pm

Wed 18/11 Parents Teachers Meeting Finish 12 midday

Tues 22/12 Christmas Break Finish 12 midday

Wed 6/1 School Re-Opens Start at 9:00am

Wed 17/2 – Fri 19/2 Spring Mid Term 3 days

Wed 24/2 Staff Meeting Finish at 1:45pm

Wed 17/3 Closed for St. Patrick’s Day 1 day

Fri 26/3 Closed for Easter Finish 12 midday

Mon 7/4 School Re-opens Start at 9:00am

Mon 3/5 - Fri 7/5 Mid-Term Break 5 Days

Wed 19/5 Staff Meeting Finish at 2

Mon 7/6 Bank Holiday Long Weekend

Fri 25/6 Summer Holidays Finish 12 midday

School Calendar

This calendar is provisional and subject to changes
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Over the Summer tell your child about school. Talk about it as a happy place where there will be a big 
welcome for him/her. To ensure your child’s transition into school life is easy it is important that they 
become as independent as possible. The following checklist below will give you an idea of what they 
should be able to do before arriving to school in September.

Getting Started

Coats  
Identify it in large bundle, put 
on, take off button, unbutton, 
zip up without assistance.

Toilet 
Use the toilet without help 
and manage trouser buttons. If 
your child has any issues with 
toileting please inform the 
class teacher. We advise any 
concerned parents to send in 
spare underwear/ trousers/
skirts/ tights for any potential 
accidents that may occur. 

Take Turns  
Children will be allowed to play 
with others located in their 
own pod. Sharing of toys will 
be limited, but waiting for their 
turn to play with a particular toy 
will still be very important.  

Tidy up  
Tidy up and put away their own 
belongings.

Tissues 
Know how to use a tissue 
and cover their mouth when 
sneezing and coughing to 
prevent spread of bugs.

Personal Hygiene  
Encourage personal hygiene 
and cleanliness. Your child 
should know how to flush the 
toilet and wash hands, without 
having been told.

We would encourage children 
to have their own sanitiser if 
at all possible. Children will 
be encouraged to apply hand 
sanitiser after toilet use, before 
meals etc.

Shoes 
Please only send in shoes with 
VELCRO straps. Young children 
cannot manage laces at this 
stage and accidents easily occur 
on the yard when shoelaces 
become untied.

hand co ordination  
Practice opening and shutting 
lunchboxes,  
folders, bottles and  
school bags. 

Time Away 
If at all possible we would 
advise your child to practice 
staying away from you for a few 
hours at a time, at the home of 
a family member or someone 
who has safely been adhering 
to the government guidelines 
on Covid.  When children have 
this experience separation from 
parents when they start school 
should not cause huge anxiety. 
This is especially important 
if your child did not attend a 
preschool setting.
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Junior Infants September 2020

English 

Jr. Infants Core reader from ‘Starlight’

Pre Reading Skills Book 

Junior Infants Skills Book

Just Phonics Book & Sound Booklet

Junior Infants Sight & Sounds Infant Book

Junior Infants Sight & Sounds Book Version B 

Handwriting 

New Wave Handwriting 

Maths 

Sum Detective

Planet Maths

Gaeilge 

Bua na Cainte A

Religion 

Grow in Love

Music 

Ready to Rock Workbook

SESE 

SESE Copy

All of the above provided by the Book Rental Scheme for 
participating parents.

St. Fursey’s N.S. Book List 

Copies 

1 Project Books (15 lines)

2 Junior Practice  Copy (32 page – no lines)

1 Large Scrapbook

     

Stationery

To be purchased by Parents

2  x A4   &   1x A3  Art Folder Mesh Type Folders 
(available in Devenney’s, Crowe St., Don Keating 
Wholesalers or Mr. Price) 

4  x  Large Pritt sticks (with names on them). Please 
get proper Pritt Stick (no coloured Pritt Stick)

2  x  packets of Crayola twistables or 

1 x  large packet (these will be kept for use in school)
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St Fursey’s are very fortunate to have use of the Geraldine’s car park for dropping 
off and collecting your children. We ask all parents to follow this map to ensure 
the safe flow of traffic at these busy times. Cars must enter at the left entrance of 
the carpark and exit on the right hand side. Children will be walked out of school 
by their class teacher and will wait at the yellow box at the entrance to the school 
from the Geraldines. Parents MUST exit their parked car and come to collect 
their child. For their health and safety children are not allowed to walk over to 
a parked car on their own. We ask that you use the marked parking spaces and 
not to stop at the entrance, as this causes unwanted traffic congestion. If you are 
ever collecting your child early this is still the system in place. We appreciate your 
cooperation at keeping the car park a safe and accessible place. 

Pathway, keep clear  of traffic

Childrens’  waiting area
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Traffic Cones
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Junior Infants 2020

Start Time

Junior Infants will begin school on 26th August 2020.  Class begins at 9:00am and will finish at 
12:00 for the dates 26th August - 4th September.  

From Monday 7th September until the end of the school year, classes will begin at 9:00 and finish 
at 1:45.

Drop off and Collection Points

Children will be dropped off and collected from the school gate in Geraldine’s carpark.  Due to current restrictions parents 
are not able to enter the school.  Children will be greeted by a staff member and directed into the school.  We encourage 
our students to be independent and after two weeks the children will be capable of entering the school unassisted.  

26th
AUG



The big day
Arriving on the first day
• Be sure to arrive on time. When you arrive be as 

casual as you can. If you are relaxed, your child will be 
more relaxed.

• With Covid 19 parents will not be allowed to enter 
the school premises. On the first day children will be 
welcomed by their class teacher at the carpark gate 
and walked into the school by their teacher. Parents 
are asked to form a socially distanced queue in the 
students parking area. This will be clearly marked 
for them. The teacher will walk them into the school 
where they will be shown where to hang their coat, 
put their lunchbox on the lunch trolley and where 
they are going to sit. There will be a little activity to 
keep them occupied when they enter the classroom. 

Handling the upset child
• Despite the best efforts of both teacher and parents 

a small number if children will still become upset. If 
your child happens to be one of them don’t panic.

• The class teacher will only take your child when 
they are ready, so if your child is visibly upset and 
you think they just need a few moments to help 
them calm down we will then ask you take a few 
moments back in their car and then try again to enter 
the building. Patience can work wonders. Trust the 

teacher. She is experienced, resourceful and is used 
to coping with all kinds of starting-off problems.

• Try not to show that you are upset. Sometimes 
parents are more upset than the child and this can 
make your child anxious or distressed. 

• Reassure your child that they will have great fun, 
make new friends, that you will be back for them, 
that you love them, that their teacher is lovely and 
that they will really enjoy it.

• Smile and look confident. Give them a hug and a kiss 
goodbye.

• When the child is reassured leave as fast as possible. 
The teacher can distract and humour them more 
easily when you are not around.

• You can check back later with a phone call if you are 
concerned with how they are settling. Most of the 
time your child will have calmed down in a very short 
time after you have left.

• You must be firm from the start. Even if your child is 
upset you must insist they stay. If you give in, you will 
have the same issue over and over every day.

• Teacher will be reading a story called “The Kissing 
Hand” with the children which deals with the anxiety 
of starting school. If you would like to read the story 
with your child to help alleviate anxiety please feel 
free to do so.
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• Suitable school bag – with child’s name clearly written on it.

• Please label your child’s clothes, especially jumpers and coats. If you decide to use the 
school jacket, we advise attaching a keyring on the zip to help your child identify it 
among the other jackets. 

• In very cold weather make sure your child has extra clothes under their uniforms e.g 
T-shirt or vest.

• Make sure your child brings a warm jacket and hat in very cold weather and a rain 
jacket in milder weather. 

• Please only send in shoes with VELCRO straps. Young children cannot manage laces at 
this stage and accidents easily occur on the yard when shoelaces become untied. 

• Uniform available from Michael Lynch Manshop, Clanbrassil St. McEvoy Drapers, 
Clanbrassil St. and RK Manufacturing, York St. Dundalk. 

• Red Jacket with school crest available in McEvoys, Clanbrassil St. Dundalk & Michael 
Lynch’s.

Going home
• Be sure to collect your child on time. Children can 

become upset if they feel they are forgotten.

• If you can not collect your child on a particular day, tell 
them who you have organized to collect them in the 
afternoon so that they don’t get upset.

• Emergencies happen, so if at any time, the collecting 
routine is changed unexpectedly please contact the 
school. A phone call can ease a lot of anxiety on the 
child’s part.

• When collecting your child you MUST come out of your 
car and collect your child from the yellow box in the 
Geraldines’ carpark. Teachers will walk the children 
to this box, but for safety reasons,  children are not 
permitted to walk over to the car on their own. 

What to bring to school on the first day
• Lunchbox; For the first two weeks, children only need 

to bring in a little lunch to keep them going until 12 
O’Clock. Further instructions for what you can put in 
your child’s lunchbox can be found on pg 8

• Mesh Folders x3 ( Not plastic please as they will not last 
the year) 

• Twistables ( If these could be placed in a ziplock bag it 
would be greatly appreciated) 

• 3 Large 43g white Pritt Sticks.  
Please do not buy coloured glue sticks as they can 
become quite messy. 

• Large School bag; Please check that you are able to 
fit your child’s lunchbox and folder into your child’s 
chosen school bag. Let your child put their folder 
and lunchbox into the bag themselves to see if it fits 
comfortably.

UNIFORM
We are committed to ensuring that your child is as safe as possible in school especially under the current circumstances.  
We ask that children come to school every day wearing clean uniforms.  They will be encouraged to wear their coats in 
the yard when the weather gets colder. Children should be able to put on their coats and zip them up by themselves. 
Velcro fastenings on shoes is preferred as often the younger children get frustrated with laced shoes that they cannot tie 
themselves. All items of clothing should have your childs name on. 

Boy’s Uniform
Grey Pants
Red Polo Shirt
Grey School Jumper
Black comfortable shoes

Girl’s Uniform
Grey Skirt/ Pinafore/Pants
Red Polo Shirt
Grey School Jumper
Red/Grey tights 
Black Comfortable Shoes

PE Tracksuit
Grey Tracksuit bottoms
Red Polo Shirt
Grey Tracksuit Jumper
Runners
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Under the current circumstances, if your child presents 
as being unwell at school, they will be sent home. We 
ask that you do not send your child to school if they are 
feeling unwell. Please ensure that the people who you have 
included as those who will be contacted ,if you child is 
feeling under the weather, are available to collect your child 
should they need to be sent home. 

If your child has an allergy, medical condition, problem with 
sight or hearing,  is being assessed by a health professional 
or has any specific needs please make sure that your child’s 
teacher is informed. 

If you have any medical reports on your child which may 
have an impact on their ability to learn, please share it with 
your child’s teacher. We wish to care for him/her to the best 
of our ability.

There will be two visits from the H.S.E nurses during the 
year. The first will occur late in the first term where the 
Junior Infants will be given their vaccinations. Parents are 
not required to be in attendance when their child receives 
their vaccination. If there are any problems you will be 
contacted immediately. The second visit will be for the 
children’s hearing and sight test and usually is held during 
the second term. 

This will all be based on the current health 
environment of the country and may be subject to 
change.

• Get your child into the habit of being on time and 
coming to school everyday.

• Children need plenty of rest. Get your child into an early 
and set bedtime.

• Show an interest in the work your child brings home. 
Please support your child with any small bit of 
homework they may get. They are far too young to work 
independently and will need your help. Homework 
guidelines can be found on pg 12-13

• Do not compare your child’s progress to their peers. 
We all move at our own pace and at the early stages of 
education it is important to give plenty of praise and 
encouragement for their efforts. 

• If your phone number or address changes during the 
year, please give  
details to the 
office and class  
teacher. We  
need to have 
 an up to date  
contact  
number for  
you should  
we need to  
contact  
you.

HEALTH

lunches

As Time Goes On
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At St. Fursey’s, we encourage healthy eating habits. Items that are allowed include, 
but are not limited to; Sandwiches, fruit, Yogurt, crackers with cheese, Plain buns 
and biscuits. For more tips on what to pack for a healthy lunch check out the safe 
food website.

We want to limit the amount of cross contamination at lunchtime. To do this 
your child will be required to be as independent as possible. Please ensure 
all containers, yoghurts, fruits and bags are easy to open for your child. Also, 
practicing how to open frubes, drinks bottles, lunchboxes and peeling mandarin 
oranges etc. is advisable. Please ensure that your children have spoons, as we are 
unable to provide them with these utencils if they have forgotten their own.



Communication
Young children often ‘Forget’ or bring home messages incorrectly.  To 
ensure you receive the correct information, the school has the following 
means of communication in place:

For whole school messages, we use an app called Komeer. This is 
the only method of school communication with parents. It is vital 
that you download the app and ensure that it is working properly. 
There is a weekly message sent home every Monday for the whole 
school containing information about the upcoming week. There are also 
messages sent to individual classes with reminders for parents about 
activities pertaining to their class. We do not send home letters or notes. 
If, for any reason, you are not receiving messages, you need to contact 
the school immediately. It is your responsibility to ensure that you are 
receiving all communication from the school. 

Community messages 
There will be time when local groups would like to inform you of classes and 
events being held outside of school. For this we usually put these leaflets into 
their school bags. 

At the early stages some parents meet the teacher regularly and this is a good 
thing. However, if there is something in particular that you would like to discuss 
you can arrange to meet your child’s teacher at any time when you both have a 
little peace and privacy. 

The Junior Infant Teachers use 
Seesaw. for classroom or individual 
messages between teacher and 
parents.  In September we will send 
home log in details for ‘Seesaw’. Due 
to current COVID restrictions, we are 
asking parents to communicate with 
class teachers via Seesaw and avoid 
coming to school or approaching 
teachers at the school gate. Any 
office queries should be directed to 
stfurseysschool@gmail.com or ring 
0429321214
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Social skills are very important. We encourage good manners at all times. 
Children are expected to say please and thank you, be courteous and 
show respect to their teachers and fellow students. Children’s moral 
and social education is covered right through the school day. They are 
continually reminded to be kind, to share and to say sorry when they hurt 
someone.

In our school grounds we have fun by playing fairly and safely, where 
everyone is included. Bullying, fighting and general roughness is not 
tolerated. Every child is entitled to play in a safe environment. Our Code 
of Behaviour and our Anti-Bullying policies ensure that immediate 
steps are taken when unacceptable behaviour occurs. These policies 
are available to view on our website. If, at any time, you are worried that 
your child is being bullied, or if you notice an unexplained change in 
their behaviour e.g. reluctance to go school, suddenly feeling ill etc. you 
should contact the Class Teacher or Principal immediately. 

Getting Ready For Learning
Children are natural learners. They are curious about everything. They 
want to know about everything, about themselves, others and  the world 
around them. They learn fast, but only when they are ready and their 
interest is aroused.

Because they are so young we must guard against putting pressure on 
them to learn a material for which they are not ready. Demanding too 
much too soon can switch a child off completely. At the same time we 
must cultivate readiness so that they can get moving as soon as possible.

Children learn in different ways and at different speeds. Our first year in 
school therefore, is mainly about settling in, relating to others, making 
friends, feeling happy and getting used to the routine of school.

On the Learning side the emphasis is on getting children ready for 
learning by-

• Learning through play, this is the most enjoyable and effective way.

• Developing their oral language and expression.

• Sharpening their senses, especially seeing, hearing and touching.

• Developing physical coordination, including hands and fingers.

• Extending their concentration and getting them to listen well.

• Cooperating with teachers and other children

• Performing tasks by themselves

• Working with others and sharing with them. 

Respect and Courtesy
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Children communicate their thoughts, feelings and needs, 
curiosity and desires through speech. If they cannot express 
these feelings and ideas in words they will tend to remain 
silent or get very cross and frustrated. They can pull away 
from class learning, which if not addressed, can lead to 
negative feelings about school and education. 

Children need to hear the words to understand 
them. They need to understand the word to use 

it. You can help. 

• Speak with your child at every opportunity.  
At home, at the shops, on the street, park. Describe 
everything you see.

• Make time to listen when they want to tell you 
something that is important to them.

• Answer genuine questions with patience and in an age 
appropriate way.

• “Monkey See, Monkey Do”  Speak respectfully, quietly 
and kindly to your child and they will copy you and learn 
to speak in the same way.

• Say Nursery Rhymes and sing Songs together. If a child 
learns to rhyme words they can hear the sounds in words, 
which will help them to read.

• Give your child lots of time to use their imagination. 
Dress up, pretend play, dolls, cars, blocks. Doctors, nurses, 
farmer, policemen etc. A lego block can be a phone, 
remote control, bar of chocolate etc. Help your child 
explore feelings and ideas through play

 But above all please play with them.

help your child 
learn at home

Learning to read is a gradual process. Lots of work 
must be done before a child is introduced to their 
fist reader. We deliberately do not rush children 
into reading. Reading is something to be enjoyed. 
It should never make a child feel under pressure. 
Here are a few tips to help them along their 
reading journey.

• Surround them with words.

• Have colourful books in the home.

• Teach your child to respect and care for books.

• Read different types of stories, Fairy Tales, 
Adventure Stories, Funny Stories, Silly Stories

• Look at the pictures with your child. You can tell 
a wonderful story from pictures

• Point at the words as you read them. Your child 
will learn that we read from left to right.

• Teach your child how to turn a page

• Ask predictive questions. What do you think 
happens next? Etc

• Take your child to the library. Read stories 
together. Share a love of books and words. 
Your child will have a favourite story and they 
will want to read it over and over. That’s great! 
Gradually get them to tell you the story.

• When your child has a large bank of words, they 
will be ready to read. 

Getting Ready  
to Read
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Making letters on paper is not easy for a small child. 
They must learn to hold the pencil properly and make 
regular shapes. Their finger muscles are only gradually 
developing at this stage. They must develop the ability 
to get the hand and eye working together. You can help 
train their muscles. Get them to manipulate toys like:

• Jigsaws, lego, beads to thread etc

• Plasticine (Marla) to make their own shapes

• A colouring book and thick crayons

• Sheets of paper to tear or cut using safety scissors.

If your child is naturally 
using their left hand, do 
not stop them, do not 
try to change it. This is 
natural for them.

Maths for a small child has nothing to do with ‘Sums’ 
or ‘tables’ or ‘adding’ or ‘subtracting’. This will come 
much later. Maths is part of the language children 
use in understanding and talking about certain 
things in their daily experience e.g

• They associate certain numbers with particular 
things - two hands, four wheels, five fingers etc.

• Counting - one, two, three, four, five.

• Colours - black, white, red, green, blue etc.

• Prepositions (Telling positions) before, after, above, 
below, under, over, inside, outside etc.

• Matching and sorting objects of the same colour/
size/texture/shape.

• Shapes - Circle, square, triangle, rectangle etc.

Understanding of these concepts come quickly to 
some children, for others it can take a long time.  

Be Patient.

 Homework
For the first week of school no homework will be 
sent home. After this we will only be expecting a 
little bit of work to be covered each night to reinforce 
what has been covered in school. On the next pages 
we have provided you with an explanation and 
timetable for what homework your child will be 
given.

Their homework folder will be sent home after the 
first week. Homework will be done and corrected 
at home to limit the amount of physical contact of 
belongings. If you would like the class teacher to 
mark your child’s homework you will be asked to 
submit their work by taking a picture and sending 
it through the seesaw app. Every week their class 
teacher will upload the required homework for the 
week, with relevant links if needed. If you ever have 
any questions or queries you will be able to contact 
your class teacher through Seesaw

Getting ready  
for writing

Understanding 
Maths
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Sound Book 
This is a sound book to reinforce phonics skills. Each night your child will be given a 
sound and action to practice. These sounds will have already been covered in class 
and the children should be able to tell you the sound and action. They will be dated 
each week so that you know what letters we are covering each week. Feel free to look 
back over previous sounds to keep your child familiar with the letter sounds.

Shared Reading 
These books will be selected by your 
child from an online library. It will be 
a book for you to read to them. Your 
child is not expected to read this 
book to you. As you read to them it 
would be very beneficial to model 
the reading process by using your 
finger to follow the words as you 
read. As the childrens  
reading progresses they will 
start to notice words and letters 
themselves. Later in the year they 
will be provided with their own 
personal readers catered to their level. 
This will not occur until either the 2nd 
or 3rd term depending on their reading 
progress.

Just Phonics Sound Book 
This is the pink/purple coloured book.
This will be given out every Monday. Our 
main focus with this book is to further the 
children’s understanding of their letter 
sounds. For this reason we would prefer 
if you focused on drawing pictures or 
sticking in pictures that begin with this 
letter sound. There is an option to draw 
the letter itself a few times, however in 
the first few weeks this may be difficult 

for your child to do. If you’re child is struggling with this don’t force 
them to do a full page. Homework should only take 10-15 mins. The 
page to complete will be written inside the front cover of the book. 
Once your child has completed the activity I ask that you or the person 
that is completing the homework with your child sign their name in the 
signature slot

Sum Detective 
This maths book will be given out every 
Tuesday and Thursday. In this book the 
children will have a variety of activities, 
from matching to practicing their 
number formation. The page will be 
marked so you will know that this page 
will need to be completed.Please do not 
allow your child to go any further than 
the pages marked. If you want your child 
to try more work contact the teacher for 
advice on additional exercise for your 
child to do. 

Family Night 
Two Years ago our student council 
started an initiative called Family 
Night. We have decided to keep this 
going. On a Wednesday instead of 
traditional homework children are 
asked to spend special quality time 
with their family. This can include 
mothers, father, siblings, cousins, 
grandparents e.t.c. Children have 
a discussion the following day to 
share what they did as part of their 
family nights. Examples of what to do 
include;

• Helping your parents clean

• Helping Grandparents with the 
dinner

• Watching a movie with your siblings

• Playing a board game with your 
cousins

• Going for a walk with your Aunt

• Going shopping with your uncle
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Final Words
Primary school is a big step for both you and your child. It is a time when parents and teachers take special 

care to make sure the transition from preschool to “Big” school goes as smoothly as possible. It is very 

important that your child’s first experience of school is one of happy involvement so that we can lay a good 

foundation for the rest of their education, Primary, Secondary and Third level.

Welcome to Junior Infants

Let our new and exciting journey together begin.

HOMEWORK TIMETABLE

Monday
• Sound book

• Shared reading

• Just Phonics  
sound book

Tuesday
• Sound book

• Shared reading

• Sum Detective

Wednesday
• Family Night

thursday
• Sound book

• Shared reading

• Sum Detective 
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Disclaimer
This handbook is correct at time of publication. 
Details and policies may be altered throughout 
the year to adhere to government guidelines. St. 
Fursey’s will do their utmost to maintain proper 
communication with parents on an ongoing basis. 



St. Furseys National School 
Marlbog Road
Dundalk, Co Louth

www.stfurseys.com
+353 42 9321214


